A letter to my future date regarding things that | want. by Chase Joynt

(Print this out. Play it at work. Use it as a stocking stuffer. Or a first date ice breaker. And if you like it, think about throwing us a few bucks, or ten or twenty, to
support the publication of quality content about the intersection of erotics and performance. Contextulatization for this piece here: tessawills.com/man-libs/.)

Hey, (name of a person I might date).
I hope this notle Ands you well; I had an amaz/)g Zime last nf\g/zf (eeird date acz‘iw‘z‘y) .and mest
admit T haven'? Stopped z‘/—z/n(’:}g aboutt the way yout looked inthdd ————________ (Fashion ac@.-aSSory), I'm coriting becawse Ive been

z‘/n'n/\///nj abott our comersations of late, and feel life I owe it 2o you to stay cpen and transparent aboud where T "1 @t these day/s.

I don't really #now cwhere to stard other than to say that I seem to have become accustomed Lo ry position as a Somewhad sto-

ic 2op, and as such, I have come o realize that there are approximately ——_____ (a number between 136-600) i55ttes regarding Sex
and intimacy that I have yet o atlend 2o. In summary: I " writing 2o you today because I need to tell you that benecdh ruy confidesnt
(large athletic anmal) of a sexual exterior lives a neglected baby (small cede animal).

AFter some Z‘/]/né//g, Tve isolated some Z‘/’//nﬂ\f 2hat have contribiuted to 1y Somechal Fractlured sense of sexual self and radher ¢han
rake you Guess over the next 4-¢ momths of our dating, I thoug/t I 'd take a leap and just list them here ) Pty decision to stop drink-
ing, 2) Sexudl violence and 3) Zransitionng. You showld fnow 2hat since cwriting that Iist of three, I have abardoned sy compeier, made
(Favorite Food), watched 3 episodes of (popiar dastime television Show) and
(acz‘iw‘z‘y ¢hat takes place in a b hroosr). My 2herapist likes o tell me
( Something your Lherapist Zells you repeaz‘ea//y) however I prefer to See it as strategc avoidance.

So, let's talk about the list.

Dr/né/nj’ I have aASo/aZ‘e/y ro regrez‘& abouct Ma,é/nj 2he decision to stop c/rfn(’/ng. I fee! smarter, I feel braver and T ", pretdy sure con—
sistently smelling like (bad smell you associate with a bar) was not doing amgthing For sy Sexual
stock value. tWith that 58//75 said, I have a/so noticed that cohen the booze lef? ry bedroonrt, so too did 1y asz//iy Zo relax while 3&&0@
( 5/4/75 for oral sex)... as well as % desire to Zake anyz‘/w/g wup the ass. Once adverturows with

a glass of (Bype of liguor) now bum shy with a bett/e

(carbonated beverage). The most important thing Ive learned from drinking is that it provided a way For me to aioid things in sy
life worthy of altention.. In the spirit of addressing said avoidance, and said altention, I showld also tell you aboud my desire to
(sexual fanfa5y>.,. e (Zext emcticon).

I have no jooa’ Seqgte For sexual violence.

The thing about sexual violence is that I seem to have developed an eqo aboud sy Survival. I "1 ot really interested in processing the Spe-
cihcs of % childhood Cracema eorth you, bud it is Important to me Chat you knowo it is there. Tt /s sort of akin to the fuct thad I want
you to And the scars on ry chest attractive, while not 15:3//5 o\/er/y interested in Z‘a/(’/rg about 1y ( S/Q/g £or
a woman's chest). Sexual violence is complicatedly gendered for me. It rakes me ristrust masculindy and Ffear Ffesininidy in wass that I
rarely adpt Co myselt; let alone anyone else. My process of transitioning has only complicated and #urther informed those teelings. 7o be

honesSt cith you, transitioning has been both the best and the worst thing to happen Co my Sex life. Knowing that such a comersation is
much A/jger 2han amy emai!/ could /9065/5/5/ hold... T/ JL(SZ‘ Zry 2o 3&2‘ 2he ball ro///nj Aere...

In summary:

I¢ is very hard Zo 5ef Sonmecne to Creat sy ( 5/an3 For Vagina> [ife a ( 5/@/73 for pe-
nS) when it is in fact a (slang Ffor vagna) and confusingly net a (slang For pe-
S, This is eSpec/d//y difficult when activities like oral make it Ffeel like a (5/&/29 £or Va&/na) but other
forms of /’ac(/ng rckes it feel like the ( slang For penis) (’mg of 2he world. Furthermore, you shoeld
knowo that cohen I'm /‘ed//y Zurned on, I acz‘aa//y don't care i’ you Cread it fancz‘iona//y /ife a (5/&/6 for

vagina) which I ‘m Sure is Confusing £or you in light of the fact that the mintte I get of £y sy unit is, has been and aleways will be a
( slang For penis).

Since I am on the subject, I a/so want to ac;(/now/edge ¢hat I knoeo ( slang £or \/gg;’ng) s typically get et
and that ( slang £or pen's) ‘s dypically get hard. However, in the case of sy ( slang
for Vag/na) which we are herelofore re/’err/nj Zo as a (5/&/73 for /en/&), I would acz‘aa//y Just /ike 2o avoid ad-

J'ecf/'Ves all Z‘ojef/ler .

You knowo, atter all thad I have Just said... I fee/ like I need 2o make an amendment. Earlier chen I wrcte thad I didn't want to talk aboud
the violence in my past, what I mewt o say cas that I "o actually just not ready o dalk about it again... which is a Frustrating realiza-
tion, becawse I made a decision in late 2005/5h o close /e nejoi/dl‘/on& on that chapter of K% /ife indeh n:'z‘e/y. Perhaps % Vieew From the
lop all these years has been a gi#¢, as it ‘s helped o soften the remembrance of whad it was like Lo be pinned on the bottor so long ago.

The kind of man that I wart to be to you in this /ife is informed é}/ So many versions of men I knoo and never coant to be. As swuch I
Zread carefa//y, Forever invested in Mov/fnj éeyona/ Zraps, éeyona/ Zropes, éeyond 3ena/er and éeyona/ 3enfz‘a/5 ... Coeward an L{nc/erSZ‘anc/l}g of inti-
macy thal puds so much Fath in the wunknown of the next chapter.

It coriting tomglt because I ap imested in the next chapter. And more importamthy, I m writing because when I think about the next
C/?@Pter, all I can f/l/’hf about is you .

Love )

(Anneysing pet name you've overheard someone call a lover)

Republished with permission at tessawills.com/man-libs/. Originally published in George, Doran, Hargreaves, Martin, Shaw, Thom and Wills, Tessa eds. Dance Theatre
ournal 25.2. London: Laban, 2013. Print.



